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Attachments:


1. Overall Description:

This is to inform CT4 that SA2 has recently concluded the study phase of CUPS workitem and now starting the normative work for the same. 
For this workitem, there are some obvious aspects under CT4’s remit, such as selection of Sx protocol between control and user plane function etc., other aspects which may not be very obvious to CT4 but SA2 discussed them and decided to leave them to CT4 are:

· Restoration and recovery of user plane function. SA2 discussed high level solution principles but decided to leave the final solution and details to CT4. CT4 may decide to consider the SA2’s work in 3GPP TR 23.714 clause 6.1.1.5.4 while defining the final solution.
· The protocol for encapsulating the data packets when they are to be forwarded between the control plane and the user plane function (in either direction). SA2 decided that these data packets are to be sent outside of the Sx signalling connection but left the protocol details for CT4 to define.
· Need for node level Sx management messages. SA2 decided to let CT4 decide if node level management messages are needed or not, e.g. to carry any node level information which cannot be/should not be provided as part of Sx session related messages. CT4 may decide this based on the protocol selected for Sx interface and other information e.g. how to pass load and overload information, etc. Once CT4 finalizes this aspect, CT4 is requested to inform SA2 so that SA2 can evaluate any impact to their specification.
SA2 is starting the normative work just now and hence more details and other aspects, e.g. impacts for supporting CIoT architecture, etc., will be available as the normative work progresses. However, CT4’s questions or feedback on any of the aspects will be welcomed by SA2.
2. Actions:

To CT4 group.

ACTION: 
SA2 kindly asks CT4 to consider the above information and requests into account while working on the workitem related to “Control and User Plane Separation of EPC nodes” feature.

3. Date of Next TSG-??? Meetings:

TSG-SA2 Meeting #116-bis 
29th August – 2nd September 2016; Sanya, China.

TSG-SA2 Meeting #117

17th– 21st October 2016; Kaohsiung city, Taiwan
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